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EDUCATION 

Ph.D., Sport Science 

University of Zagreb 

2013 

COACHING 
QUALIFICATION 

UEFA PRO Licence 

2012 

LANGUAGES 

English 

Spanish 

German 

Croatian 

NATIONALITY 

Croatian 

AUTHOR 

Croatian FF Development Curriculum 

INSTRUCTING 

UEFA Member of Technical Committee 

2013 – 2017 

 

UEFA Technical Instructor 

2015 – 2017 

SPEAKING (SELECTED) 

NSCAA Annual Convention — LA, USA 
(2013, 2014, 2017, 2018) 

 

Chengdu Panda Cup Workshop — China 
(2014, 2016) 

 

UEFA Headquarters, Nyon (2012, 2016) 

 

Czech FA, Prague (2015)  ·  Polish FA, 
Poznan (2015) 

 

Soccer Nation EXPO, LA, USA (2013, 2014) 

PROFESSIONAL PROFILE  

A highly accomplished Sporting Director and Technical Leader with over two decades 
of experience at elite club, federation and international level. Recognised for 
developing world-class players — including Luka Modrić, Ivan Rakitić and Mario 
Mandžukić — and more than 100 Croatian and Saudi internationals through long-term 
academy and national-team pathways. Extensive experience in strategic football 
governance, squad planning, talent identification and high-performance systems, 
combining technical excellence with sustainable models. Proven success working 
across diverse football cultures in Europe, the Middle East and North Africa, aligning 
methodology with local context. Former UEFA Technical Committee Member and 
Instructor, contributing to coach education and modern football frameworks. A leader 
focused on elite player production, competitive success and future-proof football 
strategy. 

EXPERIENCE 

Sporting Director  —  Sharjah FC, UAE 2025 – Present 

Sporting Director  —  Saudi Football Federation (SAFF), Future Falcons Program
 2021 – 2025 

Head Coach  —  Kuwait National Team 2018 – 2019 

Head Coach  —  Legia Warszawa S.A. 2017 – 2018 

Director of Football  —  GNK Dinamo Zagreb 2016 – 2017 

Director of All National Teams  —  Croatian Football Federation 2013 – 2017 

Chairman of Technical Committee  —  Croatian Football Federation 2010 – 2013 

Academy Director  —  GNK Dinamo Zagreb 2008 – 2013 

1st Assistant Coach  —  Libya National Team 2003 – 2004 

1st Assistant Coach  —  GNK Dinamo Zagreb 2000 – 2001 

 


